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A Letter From Your Family At Pleasant Garden United Methodist Church  

There Is No One Here But Family...  

MARCH 2011 

 

 Senior Luncheon  

 March 15th, 10:00 A.M.  

 See page 7 

A STUDY OF THE HISTORY                                         

AND MEANING OF COMMUNION 

 
 

Each Monday at 7:00 P.M. thru March 14th  

Apportionments - Our Love Connection  

 

See page 12 

Service 

March 9th  

 

7:00 P.M. 
 

 

See page 3 

Lay Speaker Training  

March 26th é.. 9:00 A.M.  &  March  27th é. 2:00 P.M.                                         

Guilford College United Methodist Church  

See page 17 

Spring Forward on  March  13th  

BIBLE TRIVIA  

This is scattered throughout the newsletter!                                 

Find the questions and answers!  



Thoughts from the Revé. 
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The Power of Love 

I was working on last weekôs sermon, focusing on the passage in Matthew 5:44, where Jesus says, 

ñI say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,ò when I received one of 

those e-mails like we all receive.  

You know the ones Iôm talking about ï the ones that begin with ñThis is amazing!ò or ñYouôve got to 

see this!ò I have to admit that I donôt often read everything that I am sent through cyberspace. Oh 

will glance at some of it, but most of the time I end up deleting much of what I receive pretty quickly. 

You have to understand that if I were to try to read it all, I would get nothing else done. I have doz-

ens, maybe even hundreds, of e-friends who want to keep me informed about the latest wonderful 

thing that has happened, or warn me about the latest threat to my computer, or caution me about 

the latest scam, or enlist me in the latest worthy cause. I simply receive so much unsolicited infor-

mation that I cannot possibly process all of it. 

But I opened the e-mail that I received last week from a good friend, and I read it through. Iôm glad 

that I did, because it was a wonderful true story that verified the power of following Jesusô command 

to love our enemies.  

It told about an unusual high school football game that was played in Grapevine, Texas, between 

Grapevine Faith Academy and Gainesville State School. Faith is a Christian school, and Gainesville 

State School is located within a maximum security correction facility. The Gainesville State School 

football team has only fourteen players, teenagers who have been convicted of crimes ranging from 

drug abuse to assault and robbery. Most had families that no longer claimed them. Their record was 

0-8. They had only scored twice all season. Their equipment consisted of outdated leftovers from 

other teams. Faith Academy had seventy players, eleven coaches, and the latest equipment, and 

the sported a 7-2 record. The game would be no contest. 

Chris Hogan, the head coach of Faith Academy, knowing that the boys from Gainesville State 

School would have no fans accompanying them, thought, ñWhat if half of our fans and half of our 

cheerleaders, for one night only, cheered for the other team?ò He sent out an e-mail asking them to 

do just that. Some folks thought he was crazy. One of his players asked him, ñCoach, why are we 

doing this?ò Hogan told him, ñImagine you donôt have a home life, no one to love you, no one pulling 

for you. Imagine that everyone had pretty much given up on you. Now imagine what it would feel like 

and mean to you for hundreds of people to suddenly believe in you.ò 

On game night those fourteen players from the prison school were surprised to find cheerleaders 

leading cheers for them and fans calling them by name. Isaiah, the teamôs quarterback and middle 

linebacker, said, ñMost of the time, when we come out, people are afraid of us. You can see it in 

their eyes. But these people are yelling for us. They knew our names.ò  

 

Continued on page 3 
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After the game, which Faith won easily, the teams gathered at mid-field to pray, and Isaiah surprised 

everyone by asking to pray. He said, ñI donôt know what just happened, so I donôt know how or who 

to say thank you to, but I never knew there were so many people in the world who cared about us.ò 

It was a simple concept ï replace fear and hatred with an act of love. Jesus taught it, and the people 

of Grapevine, Texas, lived it. The power of love is real, and it can make a huge difference in peo-

plesô lives if we would just do what Jesus told us to do: ñLove your enemies.ò 

Want to see more about this extraordinary event? You can watch a news report on YouTube:                

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52AOPQvCTv4&NR=1. 

Welcome New Members  

The Pleasant Garden United Methodist Church welcomes Cristian Jacob Albee and Amber 

Marie Leeming who became members of our congregation on February 13, 2011.  

We also welcome Jaidy Alicia Smith who moved her membership from First Methodist 

Church in Lares, Puerto Rico, and became a member of our congregation.  

The members of PGUMC welcome each of you and honor you as members of our church 

family.  

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICEé. 

The holy season of Lent is a time of 

preparation leading up to the celebration 

of Easter.   

The season begins on Ash Wednesday, 

March 9, and will be observed with a 

special service of  worship at 7:00 p.m.    

Please make your plans to join us as we 

begin the journey toward Easter.               

Blessing Of The Shawls  

In February Prayer Shawls were given to: Reneô Aldridge, 

Frieda Chin, Phyllis Whitesell, Sherry Proctor, Wilton Melvin, 

and Grayson Bruce Morse.   

Thank you to the Angel Gang for this special ministry of   

compassion. 

Bridal Shower  

 All are invited to a Bridal Shower                                    

in honor of Alicia Duke  

 Date: Saturday, March 12th  

Time: 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. (floating)  

Location: PGUMC Fellowship Hall  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52AOPQvCTv4&NR=1
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MEMORIALS AND HONORS  

 Through February 15, 2011 
 
 

IN MEMORY OF      BY 

 
MAXINE PROCTOR        Janice & Edgar Phillips 
                 
 
IN HONOR OF      BY 
 
GLENN AYERS        The Red Hat Lady Bugs 
 

 
This is the churchôs acknowledgement of memorials received from members. Non-members receive a mailed acknowledgement.  

March Worship Associates  

During both church services, we offer combined 

Worship Nursery & Childrenôs Worship for children 

from birth to the 3rd grade.  

Also, Acolytes & Chimers are provided by children 

of the church.  

6th  13th  20th  27th  Date 

Norman Johnson                     

Jack Chatham                         

Wilbur Berry                             

Larry Proctor 

Edgar Phillips                          

Syd Schenk                              

Bill Price                                      

Bob Eberhart 

Marvin Bowers                            

Jim Siske                                   

Pete Stephens                             

Bill Senior 

Leland Cantrell                    

Mike Drum                               

Rick & Carla Strickland 

Ushers  

Sandy Fleenor 
Tommy Arrington and  

Jane Christopher 
Jamie and Mary Lockhart Gene and Jane Kimel Greeters  

Rick & Carla Strickland Sandra Riggins Carl Corning Lillie Granger Lectors  

Norman Johnson and 

Joyce Cantrell 

Nancy White and                     

Carl  Corning 

Nelson Ingram and                   

Joyce Cantrell 

Sherry Proctor and             

Virginia Faulk 
Counters  

Nursery/ 

Childrenôs 

Worship  

                                                                                

Susan Smith 

 

Kim Kirkman Susan Smith Kim Kirkman 

We continue to serve 6 children backpack meals 

on weekends.  

Thank You for your continued support.        

Backpacks for Kids                                                                                                                           

March 17th    
1. Mary was visited by whom to learn that she had been chosen by God to be the 

mother of his son? Choose one:  a.  Elijah   b.  Raphael   c.  Gabriel   d.  Solomon 
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PRIVATE HOMES:  

 

Marge Colucci , 4434 Old Battleground Rd.             

Apartment. 317                                                          

     Greensboro, NC  27410 

Gina Faulk, mail: 510 E. Sheraton Park Rd.,  

      Pleasant Garden, NC  27313 

Ruby Parks, 6508 Delchester Pl,            

       GBO,  NC 27410 

Ronda Stevens, c/o Donna Bowman,  

              6590 Hunt Rd,                                               

     Pleasant Garden, NC  27313. 

 

IN NURSING HOMES: 

 

Clapps Nursing Home  Appomatox Rd.  

Mary Clapp (207)   

Henry Whitaker (403-A) 

Mildred Warfe (405 B)          

Clapps Assisted Living, Pleasant Garden Rd. 

Betty W. Kirkman (104-B) 

Heritage Green:  

Virginia Kirkman, 801 Meadowood St. Apt 108  

   Verra Springs                               

  GBO, 27409                  

  Tel: 852-0071. 

 

RETIREMENT HOMES: 

 

Ann Dixon , The Carillon, 4512 Lawndale Dr.                

       Rm #238,          

       GBO, 27455  

Kemp Gordon, Brighton Gardens,   

            1208 New Garden Rd,             

            GBO, 27410   

Lois Powers , Masonic & Eastern Star,  

          7000 S. Holden Rd, PO Box 96,           

          GBO, 27407 

Kristin Strader , Howellôs Walnut Creek 

             5709 US 70 E,                

             Goldsboro, 27534 

Treatment / Medication  

Wade Burnette (Lillian Grangerôs brother), John Nichols 

Special Requests  

Ren® Aldridge (Donna Bowmanôs niece), Glenn Ayers, Doris Black,  

Judy Bohrer (Julee Marshallôs aunt), Terrie Brown, Terry L. Brown,              

Bob Chafee, Frieda Chin, Mary Clapp, Lewis Clark (Susan Smithôs 

grandfather), Gina Faulk, Bridgette Gann, Steve Gann, Steve Grant, 

Shane Hmiel, Ethel Hood, Alison Howe, David Hylton, Lee Kennett,  

Delbert Kirkman, Gilbert Kirkman, Erin Krementz, Jerry Lane McPherson 

(Jerry McPhersonôs son), Scott Leeming (Amber Leemingôs father),   

Mary Lockhart, Preston Loyd, Arnold Marion, Lisa Mason, Barbara            

Matthews (Lillie Grangerôs sister), Diana Matthews (Julee Marshallôs 

cousin), Grayson Bruce Morse (Shirley Morseôs grandson), Rosa Nesbit, 

Ray Niblock (friend of Rick Strickland), Heather Price, Sherry Proctor, 

Virginia Pruitt, Hazel Quate, Emily Rodenhi (Phyllis Whitesell & Frieda 

Chinôs sister), Guy Ross (Nancy Jo Smithôs brother), Bill Senior,                 

Doris Siske, Grady Siske, Carolyn Smith, Dana Smith, Wiley Smith, 

Jeanette Taylor, Judy Thigpen, Scott Thomas, Kellie Venable (Don & 

Brendaôs daughter-in-law), Tony Walker, Mildred Warfe,                              

Phyllis Whitesell, Iva Yow               

PRAYER CONCERNS 

             If you would like to add someone to the prayer 

list, please call the church office, 674-5711. 

 

Mrs. Alleene Darby Nall: We extend heartfelt sympathy to the family of 

Alleene Nall, who stepped through Heavenôs gate on February 22, 2011. 

Our love and care surround you during this most difficult time.  
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We filled it up! A hearty thanks to all who worked Fri-

day and Saturday. The fellowship was great, the food 

was great, and the dust was flying. There was a job 

for everyone. If you get a chance, take a stroll down-

stairs, and upstairs.  Thanks Again  

Sandra Riggins  

Thank  You Thank  You 

Thank  You 

 

 

 

Our thanks and appreciation to all who helped with 

the Winter Gathering dinner and to the lovely ladies 

who provided desserts. A special thanks goes to 

Donna Bowman who was right there with us through 

it all from the planning stages to the very end. Also, 

thank you to all who attended the dinner. We appre-

ciate your support.  

JoAnne & Phyllis  

Thank  You 

 

Thank  You  

Thank  You 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, food, visits and 

telephone calls in support of my recent surgery.  

Sherry Proctor  

Thank you to all the church family for your cards, 

prayers, and concerns following my second back 

surgery.  

Love, Phyllis Whitesell  

 

Thank  You 

 Pleasant Garden United Methodist Church Family:  

 May the grace and peace of God be with you all.  We want to let you know how thankful we are for the 

part your church has played in the mission week in Lares, P. R. so that the church can be built, uniting our 

faith community with a place to worship.                                                                                                                                                                                          

 You all are a very important part in the construction of our church and hold a very special place in our 

hearts.  We know that God will bless And multiply the work of your hands because when we are doing the 

work of God it is always for the good.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 Thank you for the wonderful opportunity and blessing of allowing us to use our talents for all of you, 

and hope that you enjoyed this small token of appreciation for all your church has done.  We will always be 

thankful.                                                          

Fam. Alicea Soto                                                                                                              

First Methodist Church, Lares, Puerto Rico  

Thank you to the Angel Gang for the Prayer Shawls 

you gave to René Aldridge, Frieda Chin, Phyllis 

Whitesell, Sherry Proctor, Wilton Melvin, and Gray-

son Bruce Morse.  

We appreciate all the church membersô support 

with the calls, cards, visits, prayers, and the prayer 

shawl.  

Jack and Betsy Chatham  
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The SENIORS at PGUMC  

Possible trips  being planned are:  Hornets' ballgame, Dinners, Old Salem, Planetarium in Raleigh, Natural 

Science Center, etc.   

If you have other ideas,  please contact Gene Kimel at 674-0162 

 

SENIOR LUNCHEON 

March 15th., 10:00 A.M.  

Each third Tuesday of the month the Guilford/Greensboro Senior Resources Outreach Program has a lunch meeting in 

the church fellowship hall.   

10:00  a.m.  Chit-Chat, Exercise, Coffee, Puzzles and Announcements                                                                              

10:40 a.m . Program - UNCG School of Nursing will be doing a health screening. 

12:00 noon: Catered Hot Lunch (No charge to seniors age 60 and older) 

Invite your friends to join you!  

To make reservations to attend (please call by Friday, February 11, 2011):                                                                                        

Town Hall @ 674 -3002, or Tracy Keaton, 674 -7273. 

MAY EVENT 

The Pleasant Garden United Methodist Women 

cordially invite all ladies of the church to a 

spring tea on May 22, 2011, at 3:00 in the after-

noon in Shuman Hall. We hope all will plan to 

attend. Hats are not required.  

 

GIRL SCOUT DAY 

MARCH 15th  

APRIL FELLOWSHIP             

DINNER 

Mark April 6th on your                     

calendar so you wonôt miss 

this dinner!  

APRIL and MAY EVENTS  

Childrenôs Choir ñRing and Singò 

Begins March 6th and goes through April 10th  

Sunday evenings at 5:00 p.m.  

The children will perform on Palm Sunday, April 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  

April 3, 2011  

 Gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing lay the foundation of all United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR) work by covering the costs of doing business.  This 

means all gifts designated to specific programs can go 100% to those programs be-

cause UMCORôs basic expenses are covered. 
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2011 MOBILE MEAL DELIVERY DATES   

Call Janice Phillips, 674 -6202, for additional information . 

Helping Hands  

Call if you need  transportation to                                

your doctor, church or pharmacy.  

Below is a complete list of our Helping Hands drivers at 

this time. You may call any one of them when you need a 

driver; if that person is not available, please try calling 

another person on the list.     

                                                                                                                               

     Helping Hands Drivers  

Clara Brown - 674-0698                                   

Shirley Chafee - 674-8023                                                                  

Jane Christopher - 674-9256                                                           

JoAnne Davis - 674-2177                               

Angela Drum - 449-9895                      

Dolores Eberhart - 674-2052  

Jane Kimel - 674-0162                

Martha Kirkman - 674-2555                                

Co Nichols - 674-2972                             

Janice Phillips - 674-6202                                          

Carolyn Smith - 674-3107                                             

Brenda Stephens - 685-9898                                     

Byron White - 674-0085                          

March 14th, 6:00 P.M.  

 Everyone is always                                            

welcome to join us!  

If you would like to help us                        

knit prayer shawls, we have                     

yarn available at the church.                                   

March: 7-11 September: 19-23 

April: 25-29 November: 7-11 

June: 13-17 December: 26-30 

August: 1-5  

SUNDAY CAFÉ   

You are invited   

Please join us for coffee                        

and fellowship each Sunday  morn-

ing from 9:45 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. in 

the fellowship hall.  

Afterwards please feel free to attend one of the church 

school classes prior to the 10:55 a.m. church service.                                    

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all who have been helping with this ministry.  

 

www.pg -umc.com  

      Prayer & Card Ministry  

     Wednesdayôs at 2:00 p.m. 

     If you are looking to make a commitment to a 

very worthwhile cause, please give some 

thought to joining our Prayer & Card Ministry.  

Call Janice Phillips at 674-6202 if you are willing to help with 

this ministry.  

PGUMC FOOD PANTRY 

We are in need of the following items:  

Boxed Cereal, Boxed Dry Meals, Canned Pas-

tas, Peanut Butter, Jelly,  Pudding & Jello and, 

paper goods. 

A sincere ôThank Youô to everyone for their generous contri-

butions to our food pantry to help those in need. 

March 20th                                              

First Day of Spring  

2. Joseph and Mary were given the best room in the hotel. 

True  or  False            
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óMrs. Pumpkinsô                                      

CHICKEN PIES 

Chicken Pies are available for purchase                          

at $11.00 each.  

You may select a pie with or without vegetables.  

      Contact Debbie in the church office (674-5711). 

All proceeds go to the Building Fund.   

Labels & Box Tops  

Donôt  Stop Collecting Campbells Labels and the 

Box Tops for Education!  

We will send the labels and box tops to the elemen-

tary schools with our children to help their 

schools. Donôt forget, drop your labels and box 

tops in the box outside the church office.  

Thanks for your support!                                          

The Education Committee  

News and Accomplishments of  Our Youth  

 Please let the church office know of any special ac-

complishments of our youth as we would like to acknowledge 

them.                                                                                              

 Also let us know if he or she is going away to college 

so we can e-mail them the monthly newsletter. We would 

also like to remember them on special occasions throughout 

the year.                                                                                     

 Please provide us with : a current address, or let us 

know if their address has changed, and their e-mail address.                                 

Telephone: 674-5711   Fax: 674-9192                     

SANCTUARY FLOWERS  

A 2011 Sign Up Calendar is in the narthex. 

Thank you for the beauty your flowers add                                           

to our  time of  worship.  

Pleasant Garden Elementary Lunch Buddy Program  

 Pleasant Garden Elementary is in desperate need of some help with the lunch buddy program. We have 5 stu-

dents who need a buddy during their lunchtime. If you have thirty minutes to spare once a week then you are perfect for 

this job.                                                                                                                                                                                              

 The students are waiting for that special buddy to come and sit  with them and talk to them about their day. 

Please consider this wonderful opportunity to make a difference in a child's life. If interested please email Alice Pawlik at 

apawlik@triad.rr.com or call 674- 5499.                                                                                                                                          

 Please note if you are interested, you must register and be cleared by GCS before you can become a lunch 

buddy.  Please go to www.gcsvolunteers.com to register before you contact Alice Pawlik. 

Thank you,  

Joy Martin 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

We are happy to announce the engagement of Sarah 

Hotchkiss and Michael Hricko. Sarah is the PGUMC                     

Music Director and leads the Chancel Choir for the 10:55 

services and participates with the early service music 

group. Michael occasionally attends our church during 

the later service. A spring 2012 wedding is planned.                                                                                         

Our congratulations to both Sarah and Michael . 

3. Who were the first people to visit them after the 

baby was born: Choose one:  a. Mary's mother  b. Jo-

seph's mother  c. The wise men  d. shepherds  

4. What terrible king wanted to kill Jesus and the boy 

babies in Bethlehem?  Choose one:  a. King Saul               

b. King Solomon   c. King David  d. King Herod 

5. This guy would stay in a lion's den an old man, but 

as a youth, he was taken away from his home with his 

friends; Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Choose one  

a. Daniel  b. Exra  c. Jeremiah  d. Micah   



Happy Anniversary  

Tommy & Kim Brown   3/06       

Don & Brenda Venable  3/09 

Mitchell & Glenda Faulk    3/15  

Marvin & Shirley Bowers    3/20  

Travis & Sandi Walkush    3/22     

Ric & Freida Chin    3/28 

Mary Duclos      3/01                                    
Jamie Lockhart    3/04                                  
Janice Phillips    3/04                                  
Gilbert Kirkman    3/05                                 
Terrie Brown    3/05                               
Theresa Ingram    3/10                               
Dawn Kuhn    3/11                                
Brian Faulk    3/11                              
Jane Kimel    3/12                               
Nancy DeBerry    3/12                            
Mary Clapp    3/13                              
Dawn Boren    3/14                             
Edward Howell   3/14      
Charles Langdon   3/16                            
Casey Smith    3/17                              
Patricia Van Hoever  3/17                               
Meredith Strickland   3/18                             
Bryan Steed    3/18                                           
Doris Smith    3/19         

Nancy Steelman    3/21                                 
Megan Steed    3/21                                    
Elizabeth Osborne   3/21                                
Sarah Osborne    3/27                         
Crystal Wilvers    3/22                          
George Pike    3/23                          
John Day    3/24                            
Bill Rule    3/26                           
Brian Lynham    3/26                          
Mark Kirkman    3/28                          
Eric Eddins, II    3/29                           
Courtney Venable   3/29                           
Mike Matthews    3/29                           
Brenda Venable    3/29                          
Abby Martin    3/29                         
Jonathan Venable   3/30                         
Brad Faulk    3/30                           
Lauren Thomas    3/31 

Congratulations to Mary Drum and Matthew Walker, 
upon their marriage Saturday, February 19, 2011,                            

in Winston Salem, NC. 
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6. Where did God tell Jonah to go? Choose one:  

a. Paris   b. New York  c. Nineveh  d. Amsterdam 
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Grandparents Corner  

Grandparents  

Send us a picture of your Grandchildren so we can 

óshow them offô to our PGUMC Family.  

Hand deliver or send by postal service to Debbie in 

the church office by the 15th of the month.   

If you prefer, email to Debbie and Doris.  

pumc-secretary@triadbiz.rr.com and                                                          

dorisjohnson-umc@triad.rr.com  

Thanks, Debbie & Doris 

 

 

 

Nicholas Scott Lawrence  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP 

April Newsletter  

Please help us get your April newsletter to you by 

the last Friday of March ( the 25th)!!  

We need your articles, pictures, meeting dates and  an-

nouncements no later than March 15th so we can e-mail 

your newsletter to you by March 25th. 

Thanks, for your help, 

Debbie & Doris                                                                       
  

Debbie:  PGUMC-Secretary@triadbiz.rr.com                               

Doris: dorisjohnson-umc@triad.rr.com 

Nicholas Scott Lawrence was born on February 3, 2011. He weighed in at 6 lbs, 14 oz. He 

lives in Raleigh with his parents Peter Lawrence and Mary Mason and his big brother Andrew. 

We are very happy to welcome him into our family. 

                        Leland and Joyce Cantrell 

                        Stephen, Joy, Noah, and Abby Martin 

7. Where did Jonah plan to go instead?  Choose one:               

a. Canada  b. Japan   c. Australia  d. Spain 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to YOU!  

We wish to thank those people who participated in the Birthday Fundraiser, even though we got off to 

a late start.  In January and February, we collected $579.00 in honor of the following people: Julee Marshall, 

Earl Ruth, Marion Workman, Abby Cameron Kirkman, Carolyn Smith, Marvin Bowers, David Smith, Alexan-

der Smith, Caldwell Smith, Ray Eubanks, Don Venable. 

We are looking forward to March and seeing if the March birthdays can out-donate the January and 

February birthdays in praise and thanks for another year of Godôs Grace.  We are asking everyone in the con-

gregation to celebrate their birthday (or someoneôs they love) by making an extra donation of $1 per year to 

the Birthday Fund,  equal to the number of years old you are.  Please mark your check ñBirthdayò, and we 

will see that it goes to the Building Fund. We are trying to pay off the mortgage early.  

 

 Many Thanks and Happy Birthday!  

  

 

   

  

 

 

The World Service Fund  

The Western North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church has a budget of $14,409,256 

for 2011.  22% ($3,219,861) of that amount is designated for the World Service Fund. Our share is about 50% of 

what we call the Conference General Church Apportionment ($3,826).  These figures were taken from the 

WNNC 2011 Approved Budget and their publication, Godôs Calling for Ministry 2011, found on 

www.wnccumc.org  and from our own budget.  

The World Service Fund is the primary agent of the churchôs ministry and mission.  It provides financial 

support for setting up new churches, training youth ministers, paying missionaries, and instituting special 

needs ministry. This very broad umbrella covers such ministries as stamping out killer diseases by improving 

global health, aiding the poor, responding to disasters, working to encourage a more equitable world, and co-

operating with other faiths through interdenominational and ecumenical work.  The certification of United 

Methodist professional Christian educators, communicators, and musicians is also found under the World Ser-

vice Fund, as is, the mass media and communications of the church.   

Specifically, some examples of projects funded by the World Service Fund are Volunteers in Mission 

(including church building trips to Puerto Rico and Guatemala), the Haiti Relief Effort including stemming the 

cholera epidemic, the Hurricane Katrina rebuilding teams, the efforts to rescue victims of child trafficking and 

modern -day slavery in Ghana and Peru.  Godôs work and our love connection extend far beyond the walls of 

our Church, but it does begin with us.  When you think of everything that the World Service Fund covers, it 

really is a bargain and only possible through the combined efforts of every United Methodist Church.  

 

Your Finance Committee  

Apportionments - Our Love Connection  

http://www.wnccumc.org
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March, April, May, 2011 Sanctuary Flowers  

 MARCH 
  
6th  
  
13th - Phil DeBerry  
  
20th  -Alan & Julee Marshall  
  
27th - Brenda Venable  

  

APRIL  
 

3rd  
 
10th  - Carol Colwell  
 
17th  - Tom & Doris Johnson  
 
24th  

MAY 
 

1st  - Dale Price Family  
 
8th  -   
 
15th  - Reserved  
 
22nd - Jim & Doris Siske  
 
29th -  Phil DeBerry  

Dignity Memorial Escape School  

Date: March 26, 2011 3:00 p.m-4:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                           

Location:  Clapp's Nursing Center, Inc.  In the Main Dining Room                                                                                                                                                                                                 

5229 Appomattox Road, Pleasant Garden, NC  27313                                                                                                                                                                                          

Contact:  Stephen Brown at  336-210-4268                                                        

 I wanted to let all of you know of this free program  that Clappôs will be hosting for our community March 26th. I have some 

posters if you would like to post one  for your congregation. Feel free to include this information in your newsletters. Thank you!   

 Details: A trained professional from Hanes-Lineberry Funeral Homes will be presenting a nationally recognized safety pro-

gram, Dignity Memorial Escape School. The program teaches children how to differentiate between good and bad strangers, the com-

mon lures abductors use, how to "get away, right away", and how to find help when  needed. Clapp's is please to sponsor this pro-

gram for  our community. 

Jennifer Nichols, ADC/CDP , Activity Director and Volunteer Coordinator,  Clapp's Nursing Center, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

(336) 674-2252 extension 213     Fax (336) 674-9531             

 
 Christ Church and the Center for Continuing Education at Duke Divinity School will again offer a 
Lay Academy of Religion course beginning on March 1 and concluding on March 29.  Dr. Mickey Efird, re-
tired Professor of Biblical Interpretation at Duke Divinity School, will lead our study of the Gospel of Mark.  
While appearing second in Canon Mark was actually the first of the gospels to be written and formed the 
outline of both Matthew and Luke's gospels.  Mark's emphasis is on Jesus  as the unique Son of God who 
has come to set to the power of the Kingdom of God loose in the world.  As a result, the study of the Gospel 
of Mark is extremely rewarding during the season of Lent. 
 

Please call the church office, 299-1571 to register for the winter session or to request further information.  

Registration & Cost:   Download a brochure with cost and session descriptions at:                                                                                         

http://www.christgreensboro.org/sites/default/files/file/LA%20Brochure_Fall10-Winter11.pdf 

The Lay Academy of Religion  

Winter 2011 Session  

 Session Topic: Gospel of Mark  

 Tuesdays, March 1 - March 29, 2011  

Time: 7:00 -8:30 p.m.  

Location:  Fellowship Center of Christ Church 

The Gospel of Mark is the first of the four canonical gospels to be written. It 
was used by both Luke and Matthew in the writing of their gospels so the 
outline and basic teaching of Mark will be found in both of those as well. 
Mark emphasizes that Jesus is uniquely the Son of God, Messiah, who has 
come to set loose in the world the power of God's Kingdom which will ulti-
mately bring the Kingdom of Satan to its demise. There is an emphasis on 
suffering in Mark because it was written to the church of Rome not long after 
the persecution of the church there by Nero in 64-66 A.D.  
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Volunteers in Mission Team 15 Guatemala 2011  

Church of the Good Shepherd  

Chuisajcavaj, Guatemala  

 

Our team arrived at Guatemala City airport on Friday, January 24 and was welcomed by Sylvia Talbert, who had cof-

fee and banana cake waiting for us. Ms. Talbert, a Rowan County native, had learned the time of our arrival from Mel Brinkleyôs 

sister, her friend and former classmate.  Mel is a member of Tabernacle UMC and one of our team members. Ms. Talbert in-

vited us to visit her coffee plantation which is in the area.  Of course, we were on a tight schedule and could not accept.                                                                                                                                            

 Our goal was to reach Mazatenango and the hotel before dark.  This is the last town before reaching our destination, 

and it was necessary to buy school and other supplies there.  We also needed to exchange our money at the bank.  There 

were a number of delays along the road due to tropical storm Agatha that hit Guatemala in late May of 2010, killing over 100 

people as well as washing out bridges and causing mudslides. Also, a thunderstorm came through on the way blowing down 

trees across the highway.  We finally reached the hotel after dark, where we stayed for the night.  Most of the team, including 

our team leader, Brad Ehrhardt, was from Tabernacle UMC.  The team leader makes the room assignments, and I was as-

signed to room with Dan Cockman (Tabernacle) and Rofus (Junior) Laws (Fairfield UMC, 

High Point).  We all wanted to take a shower, but Dan, being 6ô5ò and weighing 280 

pounds, got first choice.  He immediately came out of the shower, stating that we had no 

water.  Since I was the veteran on these trips, I agreed to go to the front desk and try to 

explain our plight.  At the front desk, I shook my head left and right and said ñaquaò, hoping 

they would understand.  We had a knock on our door in a few minutes, and I opened it to 

see a man with a sawed-off shotgun and a belt full of shells.  He began to talk in a lan-

guage I did not understand. I began to move backwards, as he came in the room.  He went 

into the shower and came out a few minutes later, and we had water.                                                                                                                                                                                    

 We arrived at the bank the next morning to learn that the bank did not want to ex-

change money for all 16 of us. We had to form into groups of 3 or 4 and only one of us 

would exchange money for the group.  It is very interesting to try and divide different 

amounts of money for each person, not knowing how much it is.  Finally, we thought we 

had figured it out.  We then went to a store to buy school supplies where I purchased a diet 

coke.  Little did I know, that was to be my last opportunity for a diet coke for five days.  We learned on the day we left that our 

plans to stay in a Church in a village near the work site had been changed. The villagers in the community, where we were to 

work, wanted us to stay with them. They had cleaned out a house where we were to stay. In rural areas in Guatemala, the 

homes have dirt floors, so we did not know what to expect when we arrived. Shortly after leaving the hotel and turning off the 

main road, the pavement ended; and we traveled on a dirt road for that seemed to get smaller the further we went. After 15 to 

20 miles, we turned off onto an even smaller dirt road that looked more like a path than a road. This road went through the vil-

lage where we were to stay and work. I wondered what we would do, if we met another vehicle as there was no way to 

squeeze by. As we were working on the church, I counted the vehicles as they passed by one day. The village school with 100 

students was about 75 yards past where we were working, so I expected to see traffic. Only one car went by that day. All the 

students walk to school as well as the teachers.          

 We arrived to find that one of the Church members offered her home for our stay.  She has three children working in 

California. They sent her money, and she built this nice 5 room house with tile floors.  Another room is used for a kitchen with a 

shower and commode near. The shower and commode had no doors and no hot water. We put a tarp at the entrance of each 

and rigged up a widow maker, so we could have a hot water for a shower. This house is the largest and finest house in the 

village.  We divided up sixteen people to stay in those rooms.  Our team of 16, two cooks, Nicho, the construction foreman and 

Raoul, our translator, were to use this one commode. Fortunately, Raoul and Nicho had a shower and commode where they 

were staying several buildings away from us.  One night at about 10 PM, someone forgot and put toilet tissue in the com-

mode and stopped it up. We had no way to make it work, so everyone had to go three buildings away; until the next day 

when someone brought us a plunger. There was a place to wash clothes in an open area, near the kitchen.  We used 

that as our sink.  Rebar was left sticking up out of the roof to indicate that the house was ñunfinishedò and therefore was 

not yet taxable. Brad assigned roommates.  The three ladies on our trip, Jackie Betts (Central UMC-Asheboro) Gaynell 

Faulk and Sherry Felts (Tabernacle) were given the downstairs room nearest the bathroom.  My roommates for the work 

week were Brad and Tim Hedrick (Central UMC, Albemarle).  Randy Hardy, who was rooming across the hall,  
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discovered that his brand new air mattress had a large hole in it, and duct tape would not repair it.  Fortunately, Tim had 

a double decker mattress that would come apart.  So he gave Randy one of his to use.      

 After we set up, we ate lunch and went to the worksite.   The homes in this village have yards, which is where 

they live. They have a barrier of some type to separate their yard from the next house. The sleeping quarters are en-

closed, but the kitchen is usually out in the open with a piece of tin over the area where they build their fire. In order to 

get to our work site, we had to walk through their homes.  Usually chickens were wandering around through the court-

yard as we walked through. We had to be careful not to step on their biddies and other things. Sometimes we would 

see pigs wondering around outside the yard, but they were not welcome in 

like the chickens were.  We had a wonderful surprise when we saw the 

worksite, as the foundation had been completed. That saved us about 2 or 

3 days of work. We began laying blocks, tying rebar, making forms and 

pouring beams each day from 6:30 AM to 5 PM. Our mixer arrived on 

Monday, so that we did not have to mix mortar on the ground any more.  

 We took off at noon on Sunday for the afternoon Church service 

where Rev. Miguel Con, the pastor and Dr. Kyles Wallace, pastor of Tab-

ernacle, preached. There were no musical instruments at the church, 

unlike any other previous churches we have attended in Guatemala. We 

had a second service on Friday afternoon and gave out school supplies to 

all the children in the village.       

 I often felt like I was intruding, as I walked through homes of these people where they were weaving, separating 

coffee beans, washing and hanging out clothes, bathing, cooking and doing their everyday chores. As usual, we had an 

audience of children watching us whenever they were not in school. We finished all we could do by 12:30 on Friday and 

with the protection of God had few injuries or illnesses. We had a couple people to fall, turn ankles, minor stomach 

problems and bug bites but nothing significant enough to keep anyone from working.     

 Team 15 contributed just over $5,600 toward this pro-

ject including school supplies. Thanks to my Sunday school 

class and the Methodist men for their contributions. I again used 

this for school supplies for children in the church first and then 

other children in the village. We had almost 150 children that 

received supplies on that last day.  Rev. Con took the remaining 

supplies (enough for about 70 children) to his other church a few 

miles away. I had collected about 60 motel-size bars of soap 

from friends and gave that to him. I expected that he would take 

this in his pickup truck, but learned that he did not have a vehi-

cle. He took what he could by hand and collected the remainder 

later. I also learned that he is a volunteer, as the church has no 

money to pay him. He has 5 children and farms to support his 

family. The church had about 30 in attendance which consisted 

of mostly women and children.  Some of the men were apparently working away from home, but I was never able to fully understand 

their absence. The village has two other churches with one being Catholic. The bigger church is an Assembly of God denomination.  

Based on observations and explanations, I am confident that this new building will be full of worshipers soon after this new Church 

building is in use. Thanks be to God for this opportunity to serve! 

                Yours in Christian Love, Leland Cantrell 

 

8. After it rained the boat floated about for a 

long time but everyone was safe on the big 

boat.  Noah sent  out a bird to check to see 

if there was dry land anywhere.  What bird 

did he send? Choose one:  a. a raven          

b. a robin  c. an eagle  d. a sparrow 


